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The Museum is housed in a 17th century house on the harbourside in Whitby. In 
1746 James Cook, then aged seventeen, came here to be apprenticed to Captain 
John Walker.  This is the sole surviving building which can with certainty be 
connected to Cook. Built in 1688, the house shows what a Whitby master-
mariner’s dwelling was like. It retains much 
of its original internal decoration and has 
been meticulously restored.

Our Courtyard Garden was formerly a 
working yard, but is now an attractive 
garden with 18th century type plants, 
changing through the seasons. Our knowledgeable gardeners often include 
plants from the South Seas such as flax or bottlebrush (Callistemon).

The Museum has original letters, both from Cook and 
others, telling parts of the story. They include a note 
written by King George III expressing his regret at 
the news of Cook’s death. Important correspondence 
from Lord Sandwich, First Lord of the Admiralty, 
who was closely involved in preparations for the 
Second and Third voyages, throws an intriguing 
light on relations between the Royal Navy and 
civilians on such voyages. 

The Museum has some superb models of Cook’s ships.  These were all Whitby-
built collier barks, sturdy and reliable, built to service the coal trade. They 
were capacious and an extra deck could be inserted in order to carry a far 
larger crew, together with stores for up 
to two years.

The Museum has a full set of the 738 
botanical prints of Sir Joseph Banks’ 
Florilegium, and engaged in several 
projects bringing them alive for our 

audiences. Some volunteers participated in ‘Travels 
with my Plant’ which built up knowledge about 
the collection by taking a plant and researching 
its ‘biographical journey’ through history and 
across the world, transforming the plants from 
historically collected specimens into living species 
with lives and travels of their own.

The collections continue to grow through purchases, donations and loans from 
other museums. We now have a very significant collection of original material 

relating to Cook and his associates.

We have benefitted from collaboration over the 
past three decades with the National Museum of 
Ireland, Dublin, comprising loans of ethnographic 
material not previously seen in Britain.

Entirely independent, the Museum is self-
financing through income from admission 
tickets, retail sales and occasional project grants. 
A dedicated team of unpaid volunteers, Trustees 

and Management team support a very small 
staff in caring for the house, the collections and 
welcoming our visitors.

Our school tours provide focussed lessons and 
activities in the museum tailored to the needs of 
staff, pupils and curriculum. We offer outreach 
sessions on request as a pre-visit for local schools 
that have made a confirmed booking.

We welcome groups of university students from 
different disciplines and we welcome group 
bookings for all international and ESOL students.
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